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Capital punishment is immoral
Everyday many people are convicted of murder, rape, robbery with violence, and other high profile crimes. The question is, which is the appropriate punishment for such criminals? Should they be given a life sentence without parole, or should they be executed? Some countries have legalized capital punishment, while in other countries, the death penalty is illegal. The controversy surrounding the morality of capital punishment continues to be one of the hottest debates today. Does anyone have the right to kill? Is it possible for a person who commits certain crimes to forfeit their human rights? Do murderers forfeit their right to life when they kill? Does killing deter crime? What about the execution of innocent people? Is capital punishment humane? What is the risk of a person who has killed to kill again? These are some of the questions surrounding the morality of the death penalty. This paper argues against the morality of the death penalty and that it should be abolished in all countries.
Capital punishment is immoral because it is inhumane. No one has the right to kill. Most of the killings are done through electric chairs or poisonous gases. According to the U.S Catholic conference, it is impossible to teach that killing is wrong by killing. According to Clark, the death penalty is inhumane, cruel, and degrading regardless of its moral grounds (177). The way it is done causes pain and suffering to the convict. Execution amounts to torture, pain, and suffering, hence it is wrong.
Secondly, capital punishment should be abolished because it is not a better deterrent to crime. Evidence shows that the death penalty is not a better deterrent to crime than other means. There is no evidence that the death penalty deters crime. The death penalty does not achieve the social goals of reducing crime. Punishment should make convicted offenders better persons in society. Capital punishment does not accomplish this goal because it does not give the offender a chance to rectify and reform. Penalties should be rehabilitative, and capital punishment does not achieve this (Hochkammer, 72).
Thirdly, capital punishment degrades the value of human life. Everyone believes that human life is valuable. There is no point in which someone can forfeit their right to life. Even the worst criminals have the right to life. Human life is an inalienable right; even murderers have the right to live. A person cannot forfeit their human rights by their actions. Hochkammer, 68). Hence murderers do not forfeit their right to life because they killed. No one should intentionally take away the life of another where there is a feasible alternative. 
The risk of executing innocents is another reason why capital punishment should be abolished. According to Amnesty International, 116 death convicts have been found innocent and exonerated since 1973 in the United States. These people have been found innocent, and convictions were made wrongly. There is no substantial evidence that the death penalty is applied discriminatory and that the risk of the sentencing of an innocent is incalculable, but the risk is not zero (Westervelt et al. 260). This is clear evidence that an innocent person can be executed. The death penalty is discriminatory in that its weight is disproportionately carried by the less privileged in terms of resources, knowledge, and color (Clark, 180). Clark posits that such people have limited access to legal representation and often lose cases unfairly, leading to their execution. The criminal justice system is not infallible, and thus there is a possibility of innocent people being executed.
Capital punishment is morally wrong because it constitutes retribution and vengeance, which are wrong. The United States Catholic Conference affirms that we cannot teach that killing is wrong by killing. Capital punishment is similar to revenge, and revenge is wrong. What if we were to revenge for everything? Archbishop Desmond Tutu contends that taking a life when life has been lost is revenge and not justice.
In conclusion, capital punishment is unethical and should be abolished. The death penalty is inhumane, does not deter crime; it is not applied with justice, degrades human life, and is a sign of vengeance and retribution and not justice. Thus, it should be abolished in all countries.
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